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 Information Sheet - Veklury Eligibility and Effectiveness 

• While vaccination continues to provide the best protection against COVID-19, therapies are widely available to 
help treat eligible people who do get sick and are at risk of developing severe disease. 

• There is scientific evidence that antiviral treatment of outpatients at risk for severe COVID-19 may reduce their 
risk of hospitalization and death.  

• The antiviral drugs Veklury (remdesivir) and Paxlovid (ritonavir-boosted nirmatrelvir) are the preferred 
treatments for eligible adult and pediatric patients who are at risk for progression to severe COVID-19. 

• COVID-19 therapeutics should be considered for any COVID-19 patient who meets the eligibility criteria.  
• This information sheet summarizes information about Veklury and offers resources about other COVID-19 

therapeutics.  

What is Veklury?  
• Veklury (remdesivir) is an antiviral medication approved for the treatment of COVID-19 in adults and children (28 days of age 

and older and weighing at least 3 kg). 
• For non-hospitalized patients, Veklury should be administered intravenously (IV) once daily for 3 days as early as possible 

following the appearance of any symptoms and needs to be initiated within 7 days of symptom onset. 

Who is eligible for Veklury? 
• Veklury is approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for the treatment of COVID-19 in adults and children (28 

days of age and older and weighing at least 3 kg) who are: 
o Hospitalized or 
o Not hospitalized and have mild to moderate COVID-19, and are at high risk for progression to severe COVID-19, 

including hospitalization or death 
• Veklury should be considered for non-hospitalized patients who meet the following criteria: 

o Have mild to moderate COVID-19 and are within 7 days of symptom onset, AND 
o Have one or more risk factor for severe COVID-19.  

How is Veklury administered? 
• Hospitalized: Veklury is given by IV infusion one time each day for up to 10 days.  
• Not hospitalized: Veklury is given by IV infusion one time each day for 3 days. 
• Carefully follow the product specific preparation instructions found in the full prescribing information. 

Who is considered to have a risk factor for severe COVID-19? 
• Per the current Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Interim Clinical Considerations for COVID-19 

Treatment in Outpatient, risk factors include: 
o Age 50 years or older, with risk increasing substantially at age ≥ 65 years 
o Being unvaccinated or not being up to date on COVID-19 vaccinations 
o Specific medical conditions and behaviors 

• Health care providers should also counsel their patients at high risk of severe COVID-19 about the availability of effective 
therapeutics and discuss a COVID-19 action plan with their patients.   

Does Veklury work? Why prescribe a medication for mild to moderate COVID-19?  
• The benefit of a 3-day treatment course of Veklury was demonstrated in a Phase 3 placebo-controlled trial.  

o Analysis of 562 participants randomly assigned demonstrated treatment with Veklury resulted in a statistically 
significant 87% reduction in risk of hospitalization or death by Day 28 compared to placebo.1 
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o In the study, treatment with remdesivir had an acceptable safety profile across a variety of outpatient settings, with 
incidence of adverse events similar to that in the placebo group. 

What is the current supply of Veklury?  Do I need to prioritize prescribing based on supply? 
• Veklury is commercially available and can be ordered through multiple distributors, including ordering for outpatient use 

through AmerisourceBergen Specialty and Cardinal Specialty.  
• Veklury should be considered for any COVID-19 patient who meets the eligibility criteria, particularly when Paxlovid is not 

clinically appropriate. While there are no drug supply constraints for Veklury, there may be other resource constraints. More 
information on administrations in resource constrained environments is available.  

How does a patient obtain Veklury treatment if they meet criteria?  
• Veklury may be prescribed by physicians, advanced practice registered nurses, and physician assistants that are licensed or 

authorized under state law to prescribe drugs in the therapeutic class to which Veklury belongs (i.e., anti-infectives). 
• Veklury may only be administered in settings in which health care providers have immediate access to medications to treat a 

severe infusion or hypersensitivity reaction, such as anaphylaxis, and the ability to activate the emergency medical system. 

What labs are recommended before a patient can be administered Veklury? 
• Testing before starting and during treatment with Veklury.  

o Determine eGFR in all patients before starting and monitor while receiving Veklury as clinically appropriate. 
 Veklury is not recommended in patients with eGFR less than 30 mL per minute. 

o Perform hepatic laboratory testing in all patients before starting and while receiving Veklury as clinically appropriate 
due to increased risk of transaminase elevations. 

o Determine prothrombin time in all patients before starting and monitor while receiving Veklury as clinically 
appropriate. 

• Specific information on clinical evaluation considerations to prescribe are in the full prescribing information. 

What are contraindications to Veklury? 
• Veklury is contraindicated in patients with a history of clinically significant hypersensitivity reactions to Veklury or any 

components of the product. Hypersensitivity including infusion-related and anaphylactic reactions. 

Can patients be administered Veklury if they are taking other medications? 
• Due to potential antagonism based on data from cell culture experiments, concomitant use of Veklury with chloroquine 

phosphate or hydroxychloroquine sulfate is not recommended. 
• Based on a drug interaction study conducted with Veklury, no clinically significant drug interactions are expected with 

inducers of cytochrome P450 (CYP) 3A4 or inhibitors of Organic Anion Transporting Polypeptides (OATP) 1B1/1B3, and P-
glycoprotein (P-gp). 

What are the alternatives to Veklury for the patient with mild to moderate COVID-19 illness who cannot take it?  
• Paxlovid (oral antiviral) is the other preferred FDA-authorized treatment for mild to moderate COVID-19 illness. Patients take 

a combination of pills twice a day for 5 days. 
• Lagevrio (molnupiravir) (oral antiviral) is an alternative treatment for mild to moderate COVID-19 when other FDA authorized 

or approved therapies are not clinically appropriate, feasible, or available.   

Where can I get more information?  
• Visit us online at https://aspr.hhs.gov/veklury  
• Email any questions to COVID19therapeutics@hhs.gov.  
• NIH Therapeutic Management of Non-hospitalized Adults With COVID-19 
• For further information on Veklury, please refer to Full Prescribing information. 
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